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261—48.4(15) Housing project requirements.
48.4(1) Minimum requirements. To receive workforce housing tax incentives pursuant to the

program, a proposed housing project shall meet all of the following requirements:
a. The project includes at least one of the following:
(1) Four or more single-family dwelling units, except for a project located in a small city, then two

or more single-family dwelling units.
(2) One or more multiple dwelling unit buildings each containing three or more individual dwelling

units.
(3) Two or more dwelling units located in the upper story of an existing multi-use building.
b. The project consists of any of the following:
(1) Rehabilitation, repair, or redevelopment at a brownfield site or grayfield site that results in new

dwelling units.
(2) The rehabilitation, repair, or redevelopment of dilapidated dwelling units.
(3) The rehabilitation, repair, or redevelopment of dwelling units located in the upper story of an

existing multi-use building.
(4) The new construction, rehabilitation, repair, or redevelopment of dwelling units in a distressed

workforce housing community. The authority will determine whether a community is considered a
distressed workforce housing community pursuant to subrule 48.4(2).

(5) For a project located in a small city that meets the minimum housing project requirements under
this subrule, development at a greenfield site. A project located in a small city is not required to complete
the distressed workforce housing community application pursuant to subrule 48.4(2).

c. (1) Except as provided in subparagraphs (2) and (3) below, the average dwelling unit cost does
not exceed $200,000 per dwelling unit. For purposes of this rule, the average dwelling unit cost equals
the costs directly related to the housing project divided by the total number of dwelling units in the
housing project.

(2) The average dwelling unit cost does not exceed $250,000 per dwelling unit if the project
involves the rehabilitation, repair, redevelopment, or preservation of eligible property, as that term is
defined in Iowa Code section 404A.1(8)“a.”

(3) The average dwelling unit cost does not exceed $215,000 per dwelling unit if the project is
located in a small city.

d. The dwelling units, when completed and made available for occupancy, meet the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s housing quality standards and all applicable local
safety standards.

48.4(2) Distressed workforce housing community designations.
a. The determination as to whether a community is considered a distressed workforce housing

community is within the discretion of the authority. The authority will consider applications from
communities for designation as a distressed workforce housing community for purposes of this subrule.
A community must apply for and receive such a designation before the authority will approve any
housing project application seeking to establish eligibility under subparagraph 48.4(1)“b”(4). A
designation as a distressed workforce housing community will last one year, but communities may
reapply each year. The authority will make a determination on the distressed workforce housing status
of a community after considering all of the following factors:

(1) Whether or not the community has a severe housing shortage relative to demand, low vacancy
rates, or rising housing costs combined with low unemployment as described in paragraph 48.4(2)“b.”

(2) The relative merits of all applications for designation as a distressed workforce housing
community. The relative merits will be assessed according to the process and criteria described in
paragraph 48.4(2)“b.”

(3) The demand for projects applying under this subrule compared to the demand for projects
applying as rehabilitation, repair, or redevelopment projects.

b. In considering the factors described in paragraph 48.4(2)“a,” the authority will attempt to
quantify the extent of housing distress in a community by evaluating and scoring each application from
1 to 100 according to the following criteria:
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(1) The results of a housing needs assessment submitted to the authority and the extent to which
the assessment indicates a distressed housing market in the community: 10 points.

The housing needs assessment shall be prepared by a third party and shall have been prepared no
more than three years prior to the date onwhich a housing project application is submitted to the authority.
Such an assessment shall address whether or not the community has a severe housing shortage relative
to demand, low vacancy rates, or rising housing costs combined with low unemployment.

(2) The annual number of building permits issued in the community for the most recent three-year
period and the extent to which a low volume of permits indicates that the local housing market is in need
of additional incentives to increase development: 10 points.

For purposes of this criterion, the authority will consider a low annual permit volume to be either
100 permits or less or a number of issued permits that is 1 percent or less of the community’s currently
available housing stock.

(3) The homeowner vacancy rate in the community and the extent to which the rate indicates that
additional incentives are needed to increase the available housing stock: 10 points.

For purposes of this criterion, the authority will consider a vacancy rate of 1 percent to be low and
a vacancy rate of 2 percent to be a typically acceptable rate on a national basis.

(4) The annual volume of homeowner unit sales in the community for the most recent three-year
period and the extent to which a low volume indicates a shortage of available housing: 10 points.

For purposes of this criterion, the authority will consider information indicating that the volume of
sales in a community is materially lower than the volume of sales in substantially similar communities
elsewhere in the state or nation.

(5) The annual average length of time it takes to sell homeowner units in the community for the
most recent three-year period and the extent to which the average length of time indicates high demand
for housing in the community: 10 points.

For purposes of this criterion, the authority will consider an average time of 90 days or less to indicate
a high demand for available housing.

(6) The annual average rental vacancy rate in the community and the extent to which a low vacancy
rate indicates high demand for housing in the community: 10 points.

For purposes of this criterion, the authority will consider a rental vacancy rate of 5 percent or less to
be a low vacancy rate.

(7) The annual average length of time it takes to lease rental units in the community for the most
recent three-year period and the extent to which the average length of time indicates high demand for
rental housing in the community: 10 points.

For purposes of this criterion, the authority will consider an average time of 30 days or less to indicate
a high demand for available housing.

(8) The average housing costs in the community and the extent to which those costs are considered
affordable: 10 points.

For purposes of this criterion, the authority will only consider data from an industry standard housing
affordability index.

(9) The average unemployment rate for the community and the extent to which a low
unemployment rate contributes to increased demand for housing in the community: 10 points.

For purposes of this criterion, the authority will consider unemployment data from both the
community and the applicable laborshed area.

(10) The laborshed wage applicable to the community and the extent to which low relative wages
negatively impact the affordability of housing in the community: 10 points.

For purposes of this criterion, the authority will use laborshed wages as calculated by the Iowa
department of workforce development for purposes of the high quality jobs program.

48.4(3) Minimum score required for distressed community designations. To be designated as a
distressed workforce housing community under subrule 48.4(2), a community must receive a score of
70 points or more.
[ARC 1801C, IAB 12/24/14, effective 1/28/15; ARC 3581C, IAB 1/17/18, effective 2/21/18]
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